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Species Action Plan 

Current status 

Floating water plantain is found only in Europe. It occurs in a range of freshwater situations but thrives best 
in open areas with a moderate degree of disturbance, where the growth of emergent vegetation is held in 
check. Populations of this species fluctuate greatly in size, often increasing when water levels drop to 
expose the bottom or in part-dredged canals removing plant competition. 

The distribution of this plant is localised in the UK, with recent records from Wales, the West Midlands and 
northern England. It also occurs as an introduction to ditches in the Norfolk Broads and a few localities in 
Scotland. Since 1980 it has been recorded from 35 ten km squares, approximately half of them from canals 
and appears to have spread eastwards from the `core` natural habitat in the lakes of Snowdonia and mid-
Wales, via the canal system in the nineteenth century. 

Floating water plantain is listed on Annexes II and IV of the Habitats Directive and Appendix I of the Bern 
Convention. It is protected under Schedule 4 of the Conservation (Natural Habitats, etc.) Regulations 1994 
and Schedule 8 of the WCA 1981. 

Current factors causing loss or decline 

The main threat to canal populations is from the re-opening of waterways, with subsequent high levels of 
motorised recreational boat traffic. This can directly suppress growth of the plant through increased 
turbidity of the water. 

Water acidification. 
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Current action 

CCW carried out a survey of lakes in North Wales in 1994 which confirmed the presence of this species at a 
number of sites. 

CCW and NE are liaising with British Waterways to produce management guidelines for canals containing 
this plant. 

Two sites containing this species have been proposed as SACs under the EC Habitats Directive. 

Recent genetic studies have indicated the importance of Welsh Lakes as source sites for this plant. 

British Waterways has undertaken the relocation of individual plants to refuge sites as part of the restoration 
of the Montgomery Canal. 

Action plan objectives and targets 

Maintain the present range. 

Where the potential exists, increase the size of individual populations . 

Restore populations to former sites. 

Extend the geographical range of the species. 

Proposed actions with lead agencies 

Policy and legislation 

Seek to develop and implement a Code of Practice to protect and enhance populations of floating water 
plantain in canals, to include management of disused and navigable sections of canal, and the amelioration 
of the effects of canal restoration. (ACTION: British Waterways,CCW, NE) 

Seek to minimise the effects of acidification on waters containing the plantain in acid-sensitive areas. 
(ACTION: British Waterways, CCW, NE, FE, NRA) 

Site safeguard and management 

Ensure the needs of the species are taken into account in management plans for any SAC, National Park, 
NNR or SSSI where it occurs, including prevention of encroaching emergent vegetation likely out-compete 
this plant.. (ACTION: CCW, NE) 

Seek to develop management agreements with the owners of disused and little used canals to include a 
programme of dredging and other maintenance work to produce the open habitat necessary for this plant. 
(ACTION: British Waterways, CCW, NE) 

Species management and protection 

Where high volumes of boat traffic may damage beds of this species, seek to develop ‘refuges’ near the 
banks protected barriers such as piling. (ACTION: British Waterways, CCW, NE) 

Where canals containing this plant are subject to unavoidable restoration schemes, consider creating 
reserves and manage them to maintain healthy colonies of the species. (ACTION: British Waterways, CCW, 
NE) 

Seek to dissuade planting of coniferous forests in sensitive lake catchments and around river headwaters 
important for this species. Where such forests already exist, encourage the creation of buffer zones around 
lake shores and river margins to allow deciduous woodland to develop. For proposed new plantings in areas 
containing the water plantain, carry out catchment assessments to determine the potential threat and any 
ameliorative treatment which would be necessary. (ACTION: CCW, FA, NRA, Snowdonia NPC) 

In nature reserves with records of the species, but where it is no longer apparently present, experiment with 
dredging small areas of water bodies to give any remaining seed a chance to germinate. (ACTION: CCW, 
NE) 

Advisory 

No action proposed. 

Future Research and Monitoring 
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In England and Wales complete the baseline survey of known sites for floating water plantain and develop a 
method of quantitative assessment for colonies of the plant. (ACTION: CCW, NE) 

Encourage ecological studies of this species to support site management and translocationprogrammes. 
(ACTION: CCW, NE, JNCC) 

Encourage research into the effects of acidification of water bodies on the survival of this species in acid-
sensitive areas. (ACTION: CCW, NE, JNCC) 

Encourage research on the ecology and distribution of this species on a European level and use the 
information and expertise gained towards its conservation in the UK. (ACTION: CCW, NE, JNCC) 

Pass information gathered during survey and monitoring of this species to JNCC or BRC so that it can be 
incorporated in national databases. (ACTION: CCW, NE) 

Provide information annually to the World Conservation Monitoring Centre on the UK status of the species to 
contribute to maintenance of an up-to-date global Red Data List. (ACTION: JNCC) 

Communications and Publicity 

Ensure that any published guidelines for canal management take account of the conservation of this species. 
(ACTION: British Waterways, CCW, NE) 

Links with other action plans 

None given. 

Lead partner(s) 

 Christopher John, British Waterways Tel:0113 284 5271 

Local implementation 

The following LBAPs are working on Luronium natans: 

 
 

A Local Biodiversity Plan for Pembrokeshire 

Bioamrywiaeth yn Eryri 

Birmingham and Black Country 

Denbighshire Biodiversity Action Plan 

Greater Manchester Biodiversity Action Plan 

Kirklees Biodiversity Action Plan 

Local Biodiversity Action Plan for Argyll and Bute 

Natur Gwynedd 

Norfolk Biodiversity Action Plan 

Powys Local Biodiversity Action Plan 

Shropshire Biodiversity Action Plan 

Staffordshire Biodiversity Action Plan 
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Publication details 

Originally published in: Biodiversity: The UK Steering Group Report - Volume II: Action Plans (December 
1995, Tranche 1, Vol 2, p187) 

Related links 

ARKive Visit the ARKive website to view images and further information relating to this species  

 Email us  
© Joint Nature Conservation Committee 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007 
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